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TAGS: PFOR, UN, FR, SF 

SUBJECT: SC DEBATE RE NAMIBIA: FRENCH VIEWS. 

REF: STATE 238452 

1 . DURING COURTESY CALL ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY LEWIS 
JANUARY 23, FRENCH MINISTER DE LA GORCE RAISED QUESTION OF 
UPCOMING SC DEBATE ON NAMIBIA. REFERRING TO WHAT HE CALLED 
VERY GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FRENCH MISSION IN NEW YORK HAS 
BEEN GIVEN BY PARIS, DE LA GORCE SAID PARIS REMAINS VERY 
CONCERNED BY AND OPPOSED TO RESOLUTION WHICH CONTAINS ANY 
CHAPTER 7 LANGUAGE OR PROVISIONS. IN DESIRE TO AVOID SUCH 
RESOLUTION, AND THUS POSSIBLE VETO, HE SAID PARIS IS IN- 
TERESTED WHETHER RESOLUTION MIGHT BE FORMULATED IN MANNER 
WHICH, WHILE REMAINING ACCEPTABLE TO AFRICANS, WOULD USE 
LANGUAGE STEMMING FROM CHAPTER 6 (HE OFFERED NO SPECIFICS). 
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2. LEWIS SAID OUR POSITION IS STILL BEING DISCUSSED, 

THOUGH IT IS CLEAR WE TOO WILL REMAIN OPPOSED TO CHAPTER 7 
LANGUAGE. LEWIS RECALLED US-UK-FRENCH AGREEMENT OF LAST 
OCTOBER TO EXERCISE TRIPLE VETO IF SC IS AGAIN FACED WITH 
RESOLUTION ALONG LINES OF SC MEETING IN JUNE 1975; HE SAID 
WE ASSUME THIS AGREEMENT APPLIES TO UPCOMING DEBATE ON 
NAMIBIA. DE LA GORCE SAID IT WOULD APPLY BUT ADDED THAT 
FRENCH HAD PLACED CONDITION ON AGREEMENT FROM VERY BEGIN 
NING, CONDITION WHICH HAD ALSO BEEN MADE CLEAR TO SOUTH 

AFRICANS; NAMELY: FRANCE WOULD BE PREPARED TO USE VETO 
AGAIN ONLY IF THERE WERE SOME MOVEMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA 
POSITION IN MEANTIME. FYI AS ADDRESSEES WILL NOTE IN 
PARA 1 REFTEL A. DE LA GORCE ASSURED FORMER ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY BUFFUM OCTOBER 6 THAT FRANCE WOULD CONTINUE TO 
VETO SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA THROUGH THE END OF 
1975, WHEN THE US, UK AND FRANCE WOULD ONCE AGAIN HAVE 
TO ASSESS THEIR POSITION IN SC, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ANY 
DEVELOPMENTS IN SAG POLICY. END FYI 

3. DE LA GORCE HAD APPARENTLY NOT CONSIDERED POSSI- 
BILITY THAT NAMIBIA DEBATE MIGHT INCLUDE LARGE DOSES OF 
ANGOLA. AFTER LEWIS NOTED THIS POSSIBILITY, DE LA GORCE 

SAID THAT ANY RESOLUTION WHICH WOULD CONDEMN SOUTH AFRICA 
INVOLVEMENT IN ANGOLA WITHOUT CONDEMNATION OF CUBA AND 
SOVIET INVOLVEMENT SHOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE. SISCO 
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